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BREAKING NEWS

CHAPTER 7:

DO NOT TRUST THIS CHAPTER!

BREAKING NEWS

LIFE ON MARS DISCOVERED!
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Well... it could depend on a lot of things.

Would you believe it if you 
read something absurd 

in this booklet?

BREAKING NEWS

And would you immediately tell your 
friends? Or would you think it’s a lie?

Let’s take an example. You may be aware that 
Neil Armstrong was the first human who walked 
on the moon, in 1969. What if you read here 
that no human ever went to the moon, 
that the videos of the astronauts on the moon 
were actually staged and shot in a movie studio  
in Hollywood? 
Would you believe it? 

If you take your time to think slowly (remember chapter 6!), 
you may find that it’s very surprising that journalists and 
trusted media did not speak about the fact that the moon 
landing was staged.
 
You may become curious, start to investigate (remember 
chapter 4!) and discover that astronauts actually brought 
back more than 300kg of moon rock through six missions to 
the moon. That other countries such as Russia, Japan and 
China confirmed the landings, that images from the NASA 
Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter even show us the tracks left
 by the astronauts! You will also discover that in 1969, we
had the technology to send humans to the moon and back 
(albeit in a rather risky way), but we did NOT have the 
special effects technology to fake a moon landing as if in a    

movie  (Yes, this is surprising, but please do investigate 
to check if it is true).   

So why do some people still believe that the 
 moon mission was fake, or similar 

 hard-to-believe stories?
Those stories are often very strong and they 
generate intense emotions in us. So we tend to 
react to them quickly instead of taking the time 
to think and investigate. If the story fits with 
the way we see the world, with our beliefs and 
values, we may be biased and accept it more 
easily (remember the confirmation bias in 
chapter 6). If a story mixes some elements

that are true with some things that are not, 
we may be convinced by the true parts and 
thus believe also the false parts. And if we 
learned the story from a trusted friend, we 
will also tend to trust the story… and we may 
even make the mistake of sharing it, and 
spreading the false story around.  
 

There is a name for false information that is spread 
to trick, manipulate or just confuse us: 

disinformation.
TIPS

So, whenever you ?nd a piece of news that is 
emotionally strong, before you share it, DO:

Take your time, carefully 

analyse it, don’t let emotions 

drive you too quickly.

Check other sources: are trusted media 

mentioning the same thing? If not, it does 

not mean the story is a lie, but it means it 

should be carefully investigated.

In the following activities, you 

will play with disinformation, 

learn how it is made and how to 

spot it. Enjoy!

Some websites specialise in debunking

and fact-checking news: see if they

mention something about the story…

Be curious and investigate: 

what information can you 

find about the subject?

Question the source: where

does the story come from? Is

it a serious and credible 

source?

60



E=Mc2

E=Mc

2

62 63

1AC
TIV

ITY

WRITE YOUR OWN 
DISINFORMATION!

In these activities, we will build a piece of news 
that is fake, wrong and false. Why? Not because 
it’s great to lie, but because understanding how 
disinformation works will help you spot it when 
you see it! First of all, write a statement that is 
false, crazy, impossible. For example:    

The planet Jupiter is made of candy.

Apple juice can cure all the diseases of the world.

Cats fully control all human minds.

Now, you will try to write an article about that awfully wrong idea. 
First of all, write just a few lines, for example:  

BREAKING NEWS
EXCLUSIVE

24 NEWS LIVE

 JUPITER
  IS MADE OF
CANDY!

Scientists have discovered that the planet Jupiter is actually 
made of candy. The white colour is sugar, and the brownish 

colour is caramel. The planet is very sticky, but many astronauts 
wish to go there to try its wonderful taste. 

 JUPITER
  IS MADE OF
CANDY!

Jupiter is the fifth planet from the Sun, and is made 
of hydrogen and helium. However, scientists have 

discovered that a part of it is made of sugar dust and 
bits of caramel, which would mean the planet is a  

kind of gigantic piece of candy. The planet is probably 
sticky, but no astronaut has yet been able to go there. 

BREAKING NEWS
EXCLUSIVE

24 NEWS LIVE

Jupiter

Well, that’s not credible yet… Let’s go to activities 2 and 3. 
To make your article “work”, we need two more ingredients.

ADD SOME REALNESS!2AC
TIV
ITY

If we want people to believe that the information is true, we should add 
some true elements to our article. Do a bit of research, for example on 
the internet, to find some facts or related, true news. You may even 
spot some scientific articles! Add reference to those facts and 
articles in your text. It may become something like: 
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Extra resources: To discover how to 
spot disinformation, you can check 
various activities from the BBC, such 
as videos or the iReporter-game. 
You may also enjoy the game Bad 
News, which shows you how 
disinformation is created. 
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ADD SOME DRAMA
If we want readers to think too quickly and be tricked by your article, 
we need them to be emotional. Can you add some drama, some emotional language? 
Something striking, that will bring a strong emotion, 
maybe some fear or panic? 

For example:    

THE GOVERNMENT 

 CHIEF SCIENTIST 

HAS RESIGNED
After a heated debate, the chief scientist that was

advising the government has resigned. “I am sorry”, 

she said with tears in her eyes, “I did not believe this 

could be real so I hid it from the public.”

It seems that the chief scientist had deliberately 

hidden some scientific results from the latest 

observations of the planet Jupiter. Jupiter is the fifth 

planet from the Sun, and is made of hydrogen and 

helium. However, the latest results suggest that a part 

of the planet is made of sugar dust and bits of caramel, 

which would mean the planet is a kind of gigantic piece 

of candy. The planet is probably sticky, but no astronaut 

has yet been able to go there. The whole scientific 

community is shaken by this incredible piece of news!  

BREAKING NEWS

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/young-reporter/real-news/z469vwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-8760dd58-84f9-4c98-ade2-590562670096
https://www.getbadnews.com
https://www.getbadnews.com

